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MCN had a tremendous year with celebrations and the return of several nationally renowned alumni and leaders! 
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Message from the dean
As I enter my fifth year at Mennonite College of Nursing, I am amazed 
at all of the changes the college has gone through and I’m so excited 
for what the future holds—our flame continues to burn brighter and 
brighter! 
We continue to increase our enrollment, faculty, staff, and programs, 
while continuing to hold on to our rich heritage and traditions. We are 
now accepting students during their freshmen year, instead of their 
junior year. We still strive to prepare outstanding nurses to lead in an 
era of growth and change.
This past year, MCN received approval to offer a Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice (D.N.P.) program. This is a part-time, online post-master’s 
program designed for busy professionals. I encourage you to contact 
Caroline Mallory, graduate program coordinator, at (309) 438-2970 or 
cmmallo@IllinoisState.edu if you have any questions about this oppor-
tunity. 
It was a great year as we welcomed back former leaders and alumni. 
Mark Pelletier ’81 and Jane (Shoot) Armer ’76 have become phenomenal 
leaders in nursing, and they returned to campus to be keynote speakers at several events. I was honored to host for-
mer MCN President Jacquelyn Kinder, M.S.E. ’70, Ed.D. ’78, in the fall and to present MCN’s founding dean, Kathleen 
Hogan M.S. ’72, Ed.D. ’85, with the Mennonite Nurses Alumni Organization Service Award at the Awards and Reunion 
Banquet in the spring. These two leaders made incredible changes for MCN, and we are all so grateful for their contin-
ued support and passion for nursing. 
There are many reasons why I came to Illinois State University, but one of them was the amazing administration 
and leadership provided by President Al Bowman. This year he announced he would be retiring as president of Illinois 
State. He has been a tremendous supporter of MCN, and I would like to thank him for his time, energy, and vision for 
the campus and the community. We were able to celebrate with the president and first lady Linda Bowman in May at a 
MCN donor reception at their home. With the help of Jenny Ward, director of Development, and her staff, a top 10 list 
was created and presented to the Bowmans at the reception. You can read about this on Page 21—we wish them all the 
best! As we bid farewell to President Bowman, we begin an exciting new chapter with President Timothy J. Flanagan, 
who has been named the 18th president of Illinois State University. We are very excited about his leadership and focus 
on student success. As an added benefit, his wife, Nancy, is a Ph.D.-prepared nurse! 
I would like to thank everyone who contributes to Mennonite College of Nursing. We want to thrive in the future, 
and your generous gifts will continue to lead us to this goal. If you have any questions about giving to MCN, please 
contact Jenny Ward at (309) 438-7178 or jsward@IllinoisState.edu.  
As you read through this issue of The Flame, I am confident the stories you read will reinforce just how special MCN 
is to so many people. We have amazing alumni, friends, faculty, and students, and I hope to see you at future events. 
You can always keep up to date about MCN by visiting our newly redesigned website at Nursing.IllinoisState.edu. 
Janet Krejci, Ph.D., RN
Dean and professor
Robert Wood Johnson Executive Nurse Fellow
President Al Bowman and Dean Janet Krejci
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Online Doctor of Nursing Practice program 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE), voted in April to approve Illinois State University’s proposal to offer 
a Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) program. The D.N.P. program is now offered through the Mennonite College of 
Nursing (MCN). 
The D.N.P. is the highest level of clinical practice education and will allow MCN to meet the health care needs of 
people in the state of Illinois and beyond. “The approval of this degree is further evidence of Illinois State’s success in 
providing rigorous, innovative, and high-impact degree programs that prepare students to compete in a changing and 
growing environment,” President Al Bowman said. 
Dean Janet Krejci said the post-master’s D.N.P. program is designed 
for nurse professionals to take courses conveniently online. “It is a 
34-semester-hour program that students can complete over seven semes-
ters, or two and a half years,” she said. “MCN is dedicated to the prepara-
tion of expert clinicians and leaders, and we are thrilled to offer the D.N.P. 
program.”
According to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN), 
this advanced degree is designed for nurses seeking a terminal degree in 
nursing practice and offers an alternative to research-focused doctoral pro-
grams. AACN also states that D.N.P.-prepared nurses are well-equipped to 
fully implement the science developed by nurse researchers prepared in 
research-focused nursing doctorates. 
The D.N.P. also aims to help address the health care shortage in Amer-
ica. “The shortage of nurses in the nation is compounded by a shortage 
of faculty to teach nurses,” Provost Sheri Noren Everts said. “This degree 
opens doors to excellent nursing professionals who will pass their exper-
tise onto a new generation of nurse practitioners.”
MCN continues to offer the Ph.D. in nursing, and nurses who complete this degree are dedicated to the develop-
ment of new knowledge for the discipline of nursing and the advancement of nursing practice. 
Big day for Mennonite College of Nursing’s first Ph.D.
By Ryan Denham, writer, University Marketing and Communications
All it took was four years, countless hours of research, a scary trip behind bars in a county jail, a bunch of driving, and 
some help from MSNBC’s Lockup, but Kari Hickey did something March 1 that no one’s ever done before.
Make that Dr. Kari Hickey.
Hickey became the first student to complete her Ph.D. at the Menno-
nite College of Nursing, successfully defending her dissertation April 19 at 
Edwards Hall. It was a historic moment for the 94-year-old nursing college, 
which announced the new doctoral program in 2008 to better care for under-
served populations and meet a statewide need for more nurses who are pre-
pared as faculty and researchers.
For Hickey, finishing her Ph.D. was a major personal accomplishment—
and one she can show her three daughters as proof that “Mom can be Mom” 
and also a talented educator and researcher. “This is more than a title,” 
Hickey told STATEside.
Hickey is an instructor at Northern Illinois University’s (NIU) School of 
Nursing and Health Studies in DeKalb. She had already earned her master’s 
at NIU after her youngest daughter went off to kindergarten and was looking 
to dive even deeper into her work and teaching. She chose Illinois State Uni-
versity’s doctoral program over one in Chicago partly because its focus on 
vulnerable populations aligned with her professional background in community health.
Enrolling in fall 2009, Hickey spent the first two and a half years driving from DeKalb to Normal every Friday. Like 
any degree, it took a lot of hard work and a big time commitment—plus full support from her husband, Pat, who also 
works at NIU, and their daughters. (Pat was in the audience for Hickey’s dissertation defense, fielding text messages 
from their girls eager to know how it was going.)
“It’s something you can’t do if you really, really don’t want to do it,” Hickey said.
Kari Hickey with her dissertation committee.
Teresa Valerio, D.N.P., APN, FNP-BC, CBSM, will be  
teaching courses online for the D.N.P. program.
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Prisoners need nurses too
Hickey’s dissertation explored gambling and the perceived health of jail inmates. There is a dearth 
of research on jails, inmates, and health, Hickey says, and she was already familiar with the under-
served population from regularly taking her NIU undergraduate students on jail tours. Her disserta-
tion committee chair, Cindy Kerber, Ph.D. ’01, has a research 
program that includes gambling problems and depression.
“With older adults I knew I wanted to do something 
meaningful,” Hickey said.
Her dissertation required visiting a county jail in Illinois 
and asking inmates to fill out surveys that, when analyzed, 
would reveal how gambling problems, perceived health, and 
social function can intersect. It’s an important question as 
counties struggle with the high cost of incarcerating inmates 
awaiting trial, many who struggle with undiagnosed mental 
health issues that inevitably lead to high recidivism.
Her jail visit was scary, Hickey said, and interestingly 
many inmates were playing cards when she entered their 
housing units. Her prep work even involved watching the 
MSNBC prison documentary series Lockup.
Her research, which surveyed 184 inmates between 18–49 
years old, raises some interesting questions and leads directly 
to her real goal: the identification of interventions to help vul-
nerable and underserved populations. What if, for example, 
a jail could screen inmates (particularly younger ones) when 
they first arrive for problem gambling or pathological gambling 
traits, then provide them additional resources?
Her dissertation work has already been accepted for publication in Nursing Forum, and she pre-
sented her results at the 2013 Midwest Nursing Research Society Conference in Chicago.
The Mennonite College of Nursing graduated its first class of nurses in 1922. College Dean Janet 
Krejci noted the historic significance of Hickey’s Ph.D., as well as her college’s key role in meeting 
the Institute of Medicine’s call for doubling the number of nurses with doctorates by 2020.
Mennonite now has 21 remaining Ph.D. students, with five to seven admitted each year.
“We know this is the first of many nurse leaders who will receive their Ph.D. degree at Illinois 
State, and will help to change the future. The deep values of Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois 
State live on in our graduates and future leaders,” Krejci said. “We are very proud of Dr. Hickey and 
so fortunate we have the stellar faculty here at MCN to help mentor these future nurse leaders. Dr. 
Kerber, her chair, is to be applauded for her commitment and expertise in mentoring Dr. Hickey.”
For Hickey, her Ph.D. opens the door to a tenure-track position at NIU and will allow her to 
teach graduate students. 
Kari Hickey
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MNAO Awards
Distinguished Alumni Award: Sarah (Kaiser) Lindsey, B.S.N. ’00
Sarah (Kaiser) Lindsey received her B.S.N. from the Mennonite College of Nursing in 2000 and distinguished herself 
from the beginning of her education. She was a Presidential Scholar, was selected as one of the first recipients of the 
Helen A. Bender Endowed Scholarship, and graduated cum laude. She pursued a master’s degree as 
an advanced practice nurse and began her career as a patient advocate for oncology patients at three 
cancer centers in Central Illinois.
Lindsey currently works at Illinois CancerCare in Bloomington, where she works directly with 
patients and conducts research. She has been a member of the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) 
since 2001 and is the past president of the Central Illinois Two Rivers Chapter. She has been a 
member of the Mennonite Nurses Alumni Organization since 2002. She volunteers for the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life, and as a Leukemia and Lymphoma Society volunteer consultant and a 
Light the Night Board member. Her passion for oncology nursing is only matched by her passion for 
teaching the next generation of nurses as demonstrated through her work as an instructional assis-
tant professor and adjunct faculty member for Illinois State University, Illinois Wesleyan University, 
and the University of Illinois. She also supports her alma mater through annual gifts. Lindsey was 
accepted into the D.N.P. program at Illinois State University and began course work this summer. The Distinguished 
Alumni Award is the highest award the college bestows upon its graduates.
“I am incredibly proud to be a graduate of Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois State and have truly enjoyed 
staying involved with the Alumni Association and as a teacher,” Lindsey said. “I am aware of many outstanding gradu-
ates doing remarkable work. It is humbling to be named the 2013 Distinguished Alum. I accept this award on behalf of 
all of my nursing colleagues that work to improve the lives of their patients the nursing profession.”
Early Career Achievement Award: Leigh (Lucas) Clay, B.S.N. ’05
Leigh (Lucas) Clay received her B.S.N. from Mennonite College and graduated summa cum laude. 
During her time at MCN, she was the class vice president, peer support person, and Motor Board 
member. After graduation, she attended Bradley University where she received her M.S.N. and 
became a certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA). At Bradley, she was selected as a Top Third 
Year Student and received the Caroline Maroni Scholarship.
Clay currently works for Associated Anesthesiologists in Peoria as a CRNA, and serves OSF St. 
Francis Medical Center, Proctor Hospital, and the Center for Health Ambulatory Surgery, along with 
35 physicians and 40 CRNAs. She is with patients before and after their procedures, and feels her 
education at MCN was an excellent foundation and prepared her to be an outstanding nurse. 
Clay is involved in volunteer work through her church. Once a month she helps out at a medi-
cal clinic on Saturday and also is involved with the church’s food pantry, which is the only one in 
its area. Clay has been accepted into the Doctor of Nurse Anesthesia Practice at Texas Wesleyan University and will be 
starting her doctorate in July.
“Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois State University is where I began my nursing journey, and here, I devel-
oped a firm foundation in my nursing career,” Clay said. “MCN has always promoted excellence in teaching and stu-
dent success. The education I received at MCN prepared me to meet the highest standards for entry level nursing. I 
developed my professional integrity, critical thinking, and clinical skills at the earliest and most critical time in my 
career. I would not be where I am today without the education provided by MCN.”
Sarah (Kaiser) Lindsey
Leigh (Lucas) Clay
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Service Award: Kathleen Hogan, M.S. ’72, Ed.D. ’85
The 2013 MNAO Service Award was presented to MCN President Emerita Kathleen Hogan. Hogan received her B.S.N. 
from St. John’s College in 1956, an M.S. in curriculum and instruction from Illinois State in 1972, an M.S. in nursing 
from Northern Illinois University in 1979, and her doctorate from Illinois State in 1985.
Hogan began her career teaching maternal child nursing. Throughout her years at MCN, she 
assumed leadership roles including director of the School of Nursing, founding dean, chief operat-
ing officer, and finally president, chief executive officer, and professor of nursing. On June 21, 1999, 
the MCN Board of Trustees passed a resolution to honor Hogan with the title president emerita 
MCN. Hogan retired in December 1999 but still remains connected with MCN.
Under her leadership, the Mennonite Hospital School of Nursing transitioned from a diploma 
program to a degree-granting institution with the distinction of being the first independent college 
of nursing in the nation to become accredited by the National League for Nursing. In addition to 
helping establish the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, she led the initiative to establish an 
advanced placement program for registered nurses to earn a B.S.N. She also directed the develop-
ment and implementation of a Master of Science in Nursing program. Following 16 years of provid-
ing the leadership to establish and build MCN, Hogan once again led another significant transition resulting in MCN 
becoming the sixth academic college at Illinois State University. In honor of the rich heritage of MCN spanning 80 
years as a private educational institution, she commissioned the writing of two commemorative history books: Menno-
nite Hospital School of Nursing, 1919–1985: The Passing of the Flame and Mennonite College of Nursing 1985–1995: The 
Flame Burns Brightly. (Read about how to view the history books online on Page 20.)
Hogan was a featured speaker at the 90/10 Anniversary Celebration of MCN at Illinois State. In her speech, she 
reflected on MCN’s founding and reminded everyone of the deep values and vision that are MCN’s roots. Many of these 
values and traditions continue today.
“When I taught my first course in 1969 it soon became apparent to me that Mennonite was a very special and 
unique place,” Hogan said. “After 11 years of teaching, I was given an opportunity that comes once in a lifetime—to help 
establish a College of Nursing. As a result, I was appointed founding dean. MCN grew out of an institution that had a 
strong commitment to nursing and academic excellence, and a tradition of Christian service. To be a part of that grand 
undertaking from hospital school to the Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois State University was the highlight of 
my 30-year professional career at Mennonite. Today, MCN has become a preeminent center of teaching, learning, schol-
arship, and service. I am proud to have been a part of that historic achievement.”  
Spirit of Nursing Award: Marietta (Rupp) Brandt ’51
Marietta (Rupp) Brandt graduated in 1951 from the Mennonite Hospital School of Nursing. She 
started her career in med-surg at Mennonite Hospital, and through the years her career took lots of 
turns as opportunities opened up. She enjoyed working with students, especially helping them find 
their niches and advocating for them when she could see their life’s path. Brandt also served on the 
Mennonite College of Nursing Board from 1983–1989 and was a board member for Meadows Men-
nonite Retirement Community in Chenoa.
Brandt was nominated for this award by two alumni. Rebecca Sutter ’68 informed the awards 
committee that Brandt is a perfect example of the nurse who has kept the Florence Nightingale 
Pledge. Sutter watched Brandt’s leadership and service for her patients, their families, her commu-
nity, and her church only increase, and she has left an incredible mark with everyone she has met. 
She is a nurse who strives for excellence and expected others to do the same.
Mark Pelletier ’81 informed the committee that Brandt is the reason he is a nurse today. When he was a nursing 
assistant, he witnessed her dedication to the residents and her employees. She provided superb leadership and was a 
mentor to many, inspiring them by her example. Compassion, empathy, caring, and “bringing her all” were qualities 
she consistently modeled. She instilled in him values, such as a belief in himself, the rewards of hard work, and the love 
of nursing, which he still draws upon today.
“When Dean (Janet) Krejci called me and informed me I was going to receive this award, I was amazed that people—
especially my former students—remembered me!” Brandt said. “After the banquet, I had the award on a table, and my 
grandson was asking me questions about it—he started taking pictures and posted them on Facebook!” 
Brandt also commented about how important it was to love what you do and to have fun while working. “When 
people would work with me, I told them we are going to work hard but also have a good time,” she said. “Nursing is a 
very challenging job and at times can be very sad.”  
Brandt had the opportunity to visit the Simulation Lab at MCN, and she is just thrilled with where the college is 
today. “When I was in nursing school, we were the mannequins!” she said. “With the great leadership the college has 
today, I’m so proud to be part of MCN, and I’m so very grateful to be recognized for this award.”
Kathleen Hogan
Marietta (Rupp) Brandt
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MNAO Awards and Reunion Banquet 
A.  70th reunion—Marjorie (Fulton) Johnson
B.  60th reunion—Back row, from left: Jean Ann (Koehler) Arends, Ruth Darlene (Gregory) Landstrom, and Margaret 
(Scott) Dillard. Front row, from left: Ruth (Rediger) Uhlman, Alice (Ruff) Schieber, and Donna (Rankin) Hauter.
C.  50th reunion—Back row, from left: Jeanette (Schoepke) Ross, Brenda (Newell) Lehman, and Lorene (Kenyon) 
Busenitz. Front row, from left: Mary (Smith) Peterson, Martha (Kauffman) Reynolds, Patricia (Brown) Rainbolt, 
and Gloria (Jessica) Muhleman.
D.  40th reunion—Carol (Johnson) Ummel
E.  30th reunion—Kathleen Kilmartin and Mary (Hartzler) Slutz
F. 10th reunion—Nancy Keith
a
C
E F
B
D
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Mark Pelletier ’81 speaks at Alumni Day, EBP Conference
Mark Pelletier ’81 is the chief operating officer for accreditation and certification operations at The Joint Commission 
and is a graduate of the Mennonite School of Nursing. He provides executive leadership 
for the accreditation and certification of more than 20,000 health care organizations and 
programs; all activities related to surveys, eligibility and application processes; customer 
account management; and federal deeming compliance requirements. In addition, he also 
administers accreditation and certification policy development, surveyor education and 
development, survey technology, and the ongoing development and refinement of the accred-
itation process. 
Illinois State University’s Alumni Relations office invited Pelletier to be the keynote 
speaker at the Alumni Day luncheon during Homecoming in October. “His speech chal-
lenged all of us to help change the health care system that remains the best in the world, and 
yet we are still struggling with medical errors, fragmentation, and other major obstacles,” 
MCN Dean Janet Krejci said. 
Pelletier was also the keynote speaker at the Seventh Annual Evidence-Based Practice 
(EBP) Conference, “Reform-Inform-Perform: Critical Issues for Your Nursing Practice,” which 
was held in April at Illinois State University. This conference was co-provided by Advocate 
Health Care and Sigma Theta Tau International Epsilon Epsilon, Phi Phi, Tau Omicron, 
Theta Pi, and Xi Pi Chapters. His presentation focused on the current crisis of U.S. health 
care, specifically the high cost, lack of coverage for a high percentage of Americans, and gaps 
in quality. 
“Mr. Pelletier talked about how nurses are positioned to be influential in leading change and advancing health,” said 
Dianne Clemens, coordinator of MCN’s undergraduate program. “Specific actions would include making state licensing 
laws more uniform; improving nursing education; creating more efficient systems for deploying nurses; and monitor-
ing where greatest needs are; and elevating nursing to full partnerships with doctors and other medical professionals. 
Nurses will continue to be drivers of quality and safety compliance and health advocates.” 
Pelletier also nominated Marietta Brandt ’51 for the Spirit of Nursing Award, which she received at the 2013 Men-
nonite Nurses Alumni Organization (MNAO) Banquet. You can read more about how Brandt inspired him to be a nurse 
on Page 7. 
Former leader visits MCN
The first president of Mennonite College of Nursing, Jacquelyn Kinder, M.S.E. ’70, Ed.D. ’78, visited Illinois State Uni-
versity in August 2012. During her time on campus, she met with current and former faculty and staff and toured vari-
ous buildings. MCN hosted a reception in her honor at the Nursing Simulation Lab. 
“She is an amazing leader who had a huge influence on MCN’s success today,” MCN Dean Janet 
Krejci said. “We are thrilled and honored she took the time to visit and see how much MCN has 
grown yet still continue to carry on the deep traditions of excellence and service she once helped 
shape.” 
Kinder received her B.S.N. from the University 
of Alabama-Tuscaloosa, and a master’s degree in 
administration and a doctorate in higher educa-
tion administration from Illinois State University. 
She was appointed as the director of the Men-
nonite Hospital School of Nursing in 1966, and 
during her 20-year career with Mennonite, she 
held several administrative positions at Mennonite Hospital and the 
School of Nursing. Kinder was appointed as the first chief executive 
officer and the first president of the Mennonite College of Nursing, 
and then accepted a position within BroMenn HealthCare and became 
a member of the College Board. She went on to become the CEO of the 
University of Georgia Health System and has spent the last 13 years 
working with Catholic Health East, a system with more than 50 faci-
ities on the East Coast from Maine to Florida. In her work with Catho-
lic Health East, she served as board member and chairperson of St. 
Mary’s Health Care System in Athens, Georgia, followed by nine years 
as board member and chairperson for Catholic Health East, one of the 
nation’s leading Catholic health care systems.
Jacquelyn Kinder
Dean Janet Krejci presents Jacquelyn Kinder with a  
Mennonite College of Nursing afghan. 
Mark Pelletier ’81 was the 
keynote speaker at the 2012 
Illinois State University Home-
coming Luncheon.
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Alumni notes
Please send us your updates—we love to hear from you!  
(Alumni update form is on the back cover.)
Michelle (Ganey) Maurer, B.S.N. ’85, received the 20th annual McLean County Public Health Award for furthering 
public health principles, practices, and services in McLean County.  
Renée (Wilhelm) Patton, B.S.N. ’86, earned her neuroscience registered nurse specialty certification in 2011. She is cur-
rently working as a clinical educator/supervisor in neuro intermediate care at Wake Med Health and Hospitals in 
Raleigh, North Carolina.
Michelle (Brown) Green, B.S.N. ’04, is working as an acute care nursing supervisor at Abraham Lincoln Memorial 
Hospital in Lincoln. She is married and has three children.
Jenna (Grider) Ford, B.S.N. ’09, works as a pediatric nurse at Children’s Hospital of Illinois in Peoria. She married 
Brandon Ford in September 2009. She is in the clinical nurse specialist program for family-child nursing and expects 
to graduate with her M.S.N. in December. She also works at Camp Granada during the summers, which is a weeklong 
summer camp for children with type 1 diabetes. 
Katie Mehlick, B.S.N. ’10, works at Memorial Medical Center in Springfield on a floor that has five different specialties. 
Katherine Ann Fadke, B.S.N. ’11, is working in the ICU/cardiac care unit (CCU) at St. James Hospital in Chicago 
Heights. She is advanced cardiovascular life support, pediatric advanced life support, and trauma certified, and shares 
a spot on the hospital’s code team. On certain days, she is the charge nurse. In the future, she plans on becoming a 
critical care registered nurse.
Rosemarie (Gassner) Grimm, B.S.N. ’11, works at Cadence Central DuPage Hospital on the neuroscience step-down 
unit, a primary stroke center. She serves on the quality and safety committee at the hospital, and she also has a part-
time job at Sunrise Assisted Living.    
Harrison Krebs, B.S.N. ’11, is working in the Comprehensive Care Center at OSF St. Joseph Medical Center. She was 
hired just a few days after her December graduation and is really enjoying the position.  
Elizabeth McGrail, B.S.N. ’11, works in the emergency department at the Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital 
of Chicago (formerly Children’s Memorial Hospital), located on Northwestern University’s campus.    
Benirose (Gaerlan) McNaught, B.S.N. ’11, is working at the new progressive care unit at Advocate BroMenn Medical 
Center. She enjoys the new unit and enjoys seeing Illinois State students in clinical rounds there.  
Erica (Schick) McQueen, B.S.N. ’11, recently got married and is working nights at Holland Hospital as a med-surg RN 
on a gastrointestinal/genitourinary (GI/GU) unit.  
Allison Mortenson, B.S.N. ’11, is working at Mercy Regional Medical Center in Durango, Colorado. She is on the med-
surg floor at the Southwest Endoscopy Center.  
Lauren Rowley, B.S.N. ’11, is working for the Mayo Clinic on the surgical gynecology unit. She is also serving on her 
unit’s practice committee. She is very proud to be a part of the team at Mayo Clinic, which was recently rated number 
one for gynecology by the U.S. News & World Report.
Kaitlyn White, B.S.N. ’11, is working full time in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) at Advocate Condell Medical 
Center in Libertyville. She is very grateful for the Illinois State University program and the path it has taken her on.  
Seth Williams, B.S.N. ’11, returned from Afghanistan to a joyous reunion with his wife and kids. He was accepted into 
University of Illinois at Chicago’s D.N.P. program in Peoria.  
Mary Bahl, B.S.N. ’12, is working at OSF St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria on the cardio thoracic step-down unit.  
Courtney Ferry, B.S.N. ’12, is working in the NICU at St. Louis Children’s Hospital.  
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Polly Hirt, B.S.N. ’12, recently got married and is working at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in the hematology/
oncology/palliative unit.  
Lindsay Jozefat, B.S.N. ’12, is working in the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) of the Ann and Robert H. Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Chicago.
Alexandra Lelutiu, B.S.N. ’12, is working at Advocate BroMenn Medical Center in the intermediate/oncology floor.  
Katie Pede, B.S.N. ’12, has begun work at Rush Oak Park Hospital as part of their new grad float pool.  
Tyler Relph, B.S.N. ’12, works in the cardiovascular ICU at Methodist Medical Center in Peoria. He is also working 
with the Air National Guard as part of a chemical, biological, nuclear, radiological, and explosive ordinance response 
team.  
Cody Yochum, M.S.N. ’12, is working in the emergency department at Memorial Medical Center in Springfield and 
also does dialysis rounding for a nephrologist.  
Our sympathies go to the family and friends of the following:
’30 Eula (Peden) Guthrie passed away June 25, 2012.
’37 Lola (Schertz) Basinger passed away March 3, 2013.
’43 Edith (Harms) Sancken passed away January 14, 2013.
’45 Evelyn (Search) Bussone passed away July 5, 2013.
’46 Laura (Hubbard) Larson passed away January 27, 2013.
’47 Wilma (Marquis) Ulrich passed away May 20, 2012.
’50 Ruth (Beyer) Rudolph passed away December 16, 2012.
’51 Betty (Prater) Swigart passed away December 31, 2012.
’53 T. Ann (Coyle) Miller passed away February 4, 2013.
’56 Ada (Staker) Magers passed away June 29, 2012.
’66 Joanne (Terry) Rosenberg passed away January 4, 2012.
’85 Sarah (Lobdell) Humphrey passed away January 7, 2013.
’94 Rebecca Peters passed away August 8, 2012.
’95 Debra (Mills) Ackerman passed away May 15, 2012.
Charla Renner, former MCN faculty member, passed away  
January 19, 2013.
Jeanette Colter, former MCN faculty secretary, passed away 
January 19, 2013.
Transcultural experience highlights
Students provide health services to children in Texas
By Instructional Assistant Professor David Jansen 
Mennonite College of Nursing students participated in a transcultural experience 
May 13–17 at the Children’s Wellness Center (CWC) in Texas. Students engaged in 
the health care of Latino youths in a low socioeconomic district. Our base was the 
Children’s Wellness Center in the Del Valle School District in Austin. The clinic is 
just a few minutes from the Austin airport on the edge of town. Students gave immu-
nizations to middle school children as well as infants and toddlers. Students also 
performed school sports physicals for older children in the district.
In memory...
Dave Jansen with MCN students in Texas
Continued on page 12
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Students visit Brazil for experiential learning trip
By Instructional Assistant Professor Lynn Kennell
MCN embarked on a new transcultural nursing adventure to Universidad Estaduel de 
Londrina (UEL) in south-central Brazil. Five juniors and one senior nursing student visited 
Londrina from May 14–29 to learn about the health care delivery system in Brazil, the nurs-
ing curriculum at UEL, and the people and culture of this country. Instructional Assistant 
Professor Lynn Kennell and Dr. Regina Rosa accompanied the students.
The group was hosted by professors and nursing students at the Brazilian university for two weeks of experiential 
learning in hospitals, community clinics, and the classroom. UEL nursing professors worked diligently with MCN to 
provide a memorable learning experience to increase MCN students’ cultural sensitivity.
Students experience Frontier Nursing Service
By Assistant Professor Carla Pohl
The Kentucky transcultural experience, held in May, was a great learning experience for junior and senior Mennonite of 
College Nursing students. The students observed rural health care in the beautiful mountains of Hyden, Kentucky, the 
home of the Frontier Nursing Service established by Mary Breckenridge in 1925. The Fron-
tier Nursing Service provided the first home health care to a very isolated and rural popula-
tion based on a community assessment by Breckenridge. 
The Frontier Nursing Service continues to provide health care to residents through the 
Appalachian Rural Health Care system. The Appalachian Rural Health Care system hosted 
the students in two outlying clinics, a high school clinic, and three hospital-based clin-
ics. The people of Hyden welcomed the nursing students with open arms, providing a rich 
experience and understanding of the Appalachian culture. Students were able to observe the 
warm relationships between a variety of health care providers and their clients. Advanced 
practice nurses (APN) provided primary care to clients in two outlying clinics and the high 
school. Watching the APNs work exposed the students to different career opportunities and 
the realities of working in rural health.
Staying at Wendover, the home of Breckenridge, exposed the nursing students to the 
rich cultural heritage of the region. The Wendover Bed and Breakfast is nestled in the side 
of a mountain overlooking the Kentucky River. The beauty of the area is surpassed only by the delicious food served in 
the big house!
Transcultural experience in Russia
By Transcultural Coordinator Karrie Ingalsbe
Taking students on a transcultural experience to learn about different cultures is so reward-
ing. In May I had the privilege of taking two MCN students, Mallory Steffen and Laura 
Milas, to Russia for a weeklong experience. After we arrived, we had a 4.5-hour drive to 
Vladimir. Our gracious hosts, Olga and Alina, brought food and water for us while we 
traveled. The next day we traveled to Stuzdal to spend the day sightseeing. We also went 
to Moscow and even found a Russian McDonald’s! We learned more Russian words from 
another host, Mins. After a few days of sightseeing and adjusting to a new culture, we vis-
ited several medical facilities. One of the facilities was the Blue Sky Children’s Sanitorium. 
Then, we traveled to another city to watch the nursing student competitions between four 
schools, and the Vladimir students took first place! After the competition, Olga took us to 
the theater. Our final visits were tours of various hospitals. 
MCN students in Brazil jungle
MCN students with Mary Breck-
enridge statue
Moscow
Continued from page 11
How you can help
Some nursing students are unable to participate in the Transcultural Nursing Experience due to cost. Unfortunately, 
these students won’t be able to experience nursing care in other cultures. If you would like to help future nursing 
students participate in the experience of a lifetime, contact Jenny Ward, director of Development, at (309) 438-7178  
or jsward@IllinoisState.edu.
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Student honors and awards 
Lynnae Braker was 
selected as the Student 
Government Association 
Senator of the Year. She 
was presented with this 
award at the Student 
Government Association 
Passing of the Gavel 
Ceremony in April.
Jon Moylan received 
the Alumni Award for 
Clinical Excellence at the 
December commence-
ment ceremony.
Noemi Ortiz received 
the Accelerated Out-
standing Achievement 
Award at the May com-
mencement ceremony.
Erin Holden received 
the Dr. Herman Tiede-
man Memorial Award 
at the December com-
mencement ceremony.
Alex Crandall received 
the Senior Excellence 
Award at the December 
commencement  
ceremony. 
Melinda Roth, B.S.N. 
’03, a current FNP stu-
dent, was chosen as one 
of the 15 2013 Ameri-
can Psychiatric Nurses 
Association (APNA) 
Janssen Graduate 
Student Scholars. She 
participated in an APNA 
program and attended 
the APNA 26th Annual 
Conference held in fall 
2012 in Pittsburgh.
Kristin Kendrick  
received the Outstand-
ing Graduate Student 
Achievement Award at 
the May commencement 
ceremony. 
Katie Watt received the 
Senior Excellence Award 
at the May commence-
ment ceremony.
Jennifer Killen  
received the Dr. Herman 
Tiedeman Memorial 
Award at the May com-
mencement ceremony.
Susan Zobrist received 
the Alumni Award for 
Clinical Excellence and 
Geriatric Nursing Excel-
lence at the May com-
mencement ceremony.
The College of Arts and Sciences recognized student scholarship recipients at 
an awards ceremony in April, and Darrin Clutteur, who is a first semester 
junior double majoring in nursing and psychology, received the Craig W. 
Reeser Scholarship in the Social Sciences. 
Amy Funk, a current Ph.D. student, and Desirae Hunsley, a current B.S.N. 
student, received scholarships from the Peoria Medical Society. 
Christina Garcia, a Ph.D. student; Carly Novak, a B.S.N. student; Nicole 
Perreira, an accelerated B.S.N. student, and Susan Zobrist, a B.S.N. student, 
were the recipients of the William E. and Nancy Froelich Endowment for Long 
Term Care. 
Michael Gnidovec received the RN/BSN Outstanding Achievement Award at 
the May commencement ceremony.
Shannon Holthaus, a current family nurse practitioner student, was appoint-
ed to the Illinois Society for Advanced Practice Nursing (ISAPN) board of 
directors as the student representative. She was nominated by Teresa Valerio, 
an assistant professor, who was selected as the first student representative 
on the ISAPN board of directors in 2002.
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Baccalaureate degree 
December 2012
Baglin, Emily
Block, Christina
Bowers, Keith
Burek, Laine
Coyne, Kristina
Crandall, Alexander
Flatley, Meghan
Hartman, Tara
Holden, Erin
Iden, Nicholas
Jones, Jillian
Keneipp, Mandy
Kling, Nicholas
Krason, Terra
Mallas, Nicole
McCall, Joshua
McGrain, Megan
Mohamed, Mariam
Moylan, Jonathan
Muller, Jessica
Parks, Ashley
Pede, Katie
Piehl, Lisa
Rymer, Rachel
Sauser, Emilie
Starks, Erica
Suligoy, Christie
Swope, Brenda
Vanko, Stephanie
Vitale, Stephanie
Wilson, Amy
Wuest, Shannon
Baccalaureate degree 
May 2013
Andricopulos, Nicole
Arroyo, Brigette
Ausmus, Jennifer
Barreto, Abbie
Bode, Cassandra
Bradley, Lauren
Braker, Lynnae
Burns, Christine
Cikowski, Emily
Cornwell, Kellie
Crouch, Kayleigh
Darimont, Andrea
Dixon, Sadi
Earl, Kelsi
Ehicheoya, Elstella
Flowers, Alexis
Fridlund, Jennifer
Fuller, Teri
Gemberling, Elizabeth
Geyer, Claire
Glueck, Lisa
Green, Ebony
Greene, Kelly
Hanzel, Brogan
Howver, Allyssa
Jekli, Julia
Jones, Lynsey
Jordan, Madison
Kennedy, Kathleen
King, Molly
Kirchgesner, Alison
Lim, Sara
Liston, Kathleen
Logisz, Diana
Malinowski, Mary
Matthews, Lauren
McCormick, Kelli
McGowan, Kristin
Melesio, Victor
Miller, Kelsey
Minor, Francis
Mokrzycki, Michelle
Mueller, Alexandra
Nelson, Katherine
Pakeltis, Megan
Palmer, Stacie
Peterson, Marissa
Pugh, Justine
Quigley, Cecilia
Rebbe, Laura
Rogers, Timothy
Selby, Elisabeth
Shelton, Holly
Sisi, Jaclyn
Smith, Amy
Spahr, Colette
Sternquist, Kylee
Strojny, Caroline
Taylor, Maureen
Tinsley, Nicole
Troyanowski, Brittany
Vercler, Amanda
Waibel, Jessica
Watt, Kathleen
Wilson, Rebecca
Zobrist, Susan
Master’s degree 
May 2013  
Family nurse practitioner 
Alberts, Lyndi
Allen, Mirjam
Cermak, Keith
Clerkin, Kirsten
Darin-Messmer, Ashley
Durst, Jennifer
Flinn, Laura
Gifford, Julie
Howard, Ashley
Kendrick, Kristin
Miller, Nikki
Nicholls, Kristen
Roth, Melinda
Rushing, Tiffany
Sapp, Jennifer
Steffens, Lisa
Wilks, Sarah
Nursing systems  
administration
Bartley, Trayce
Bivens, Shauna
Gysin, Dorothy
Hopwood, Jennifer
Malone, Theresa
Neal, Ashley
Templeton, Erin
Doctoral degree 
May 2013 
Doctor of Philosophy  
in nursing
Kari Hickey
Baccalaureate degree 
August 2013 
Accelerated B.S.N. 
Boyle, Teresa
Duncan, Brandon
Gregoire (Keith), Mackenzie
Harkins (Gould), Melissa
Jones, Nicole
Myers (Merrick), Catherine
Oprishchenko, Anastasiya
Ortiz, Noemi
Perreira, Nicole
Repplinger, Anthony
Soundarraj, Padmasree
Turak, Shauna
Waybrant, Melissa
RN/B.S.N. 
Bailey, Kimberly
Bates, Michelle
Bayler, Melissa
Bellak, Sheila
Biswas, Sheena
Brewer, Matthew
Fultz, Deanna
Gnidovec, Michael
Greer, Jennifer
Parrish, Jeffrey
Paulin, James
Shultz, Kyla
Slagel, Rachael
Vowels, Kayla
Walker, Jennifer
Yeager, Julie 
Doctoral degree 
August 2013 
Doctor of Philosophy  
in nursing
Christina Garcia
2012–2013 graduates
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Student Nurses Association
Early admission, RN to B.S.N., accelerated, and traditional B.S.N. students are eligible for participation  
in the Student Nurses Association. This organization has a strong emphasis on community service.
The purposes of the Student Nurses Association are 
•  To provide the opportunity for participation in meetings and activities that contributes to personal  
and professional development and networking.
•  To promote good citizenship of the individual by providing opportunities that encourage responsibility, 
leadership, and community service.
•  To develop a closer bond and unified spirit among students, staff, and faculty on all levels through 
open communication lines.
•  To provide a vehicle for input into the development, implementation, and evaluation of all aspects  
of the college program.
Student Nurses Association meeting2013–2014 Student Nurses Association officers
From left: Kate Alleavitch, president; Sara Gorham, treasurer;  
Lindsay McDonald, secretary; and Kari Brinkman, vice president
Nursing grads receive 98 percent pass rate
Mennonite College of Nursing (MCN) graduates achieved a 98 percent pass rate on the 2012 National Council Licen-
sure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). The state average was 91 percent, and the national average was 
90 percent.
Over the past five years, MCN graduates have exceeded the state and national averages for the NCLEX-RN, as 
reported by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation. In 2010, the National Council of State 
Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) raised the passing standard on the NCLEX-RN exam.
“The high number of MCN graduates who pass the licensure exam the first time is due to the extremely committed 
faculty who work tirelessly for student success,” MCN Dean Janet Krejci said. She also credited the college’s Success 
Plan, under the leadership of faculty members Cathi Kaesberg and Gail Petro, which focuses on critical thinking, inte-
gration of theory with clinical practice, and mastery in each course before progressing to the next. Mastery exams cover 
the specific subject matter included on the NCLEX-RN exam.
“The NCLEX-RN pass rates are outstanding,” Krejci said. “What is even more incredible are the professional nurses 
who graduate from this program. Our alumni are strong leaders that advocate for the vulnerable humans in their care.”
Jane Armer ’76 keynote speaker  
for McDowell Stafford events,  
Candlelighting Ceremony 
Mennonite College of Nursing celebrated the first MCN Nurses Week in April to 
allow students and alumni to gather before finals week (which coincided with 
National Nurses week May 6–12). Our featured speaker for MCN Nurses Week was 
Jane (Shoot) Armer ’76, Ph.D., RN, FAAN. Armer graduated from the Mennonite 
School of Nursing in 1976 and received MCN’s highest honor, the Distinguished 
Alumni Award, in 1991. 
Armer is an expert in breast cancer research and director of nursing research at 
Ellis Fischel Cancer Center at the University of Missouri-Columbia where she is also 
a professor of nursing. Along with her role overseeing nursing research at the Can-
cer Center, she is also the co-director of the Health Communication Research Center 
at the university’s Sinclair School of Nursing. Her program of research focuses on 
the more than 2 million women living with breast cancer, who are at a lifetime risk 
for developing a condition known as lymphedema, or a buildup of lymph fluid. Many nurses from the community were 
excited to learn of Armer’s work, which will allow them to better help their patients here in Illinois and beyond.
The following events were held during MCN Nurses Week:
•  April 23—Alumni/Student connection, where alumni talked with students about their nursing school and profes-
sional experiences.  
•  April 24 and 25—The Marion McDowell Stafford Lectureship Series in Child and Family Health offered two presen-
tations by Armer: “The Founding of the American Lymphedema Framework Project: Aiming to Shape the Future of 
Lymphedema Care in the U.S.” and “Findings and Perspectives From a Decade of Study in Breast Cancer Survivor-
ship: Implications for Patients and Health Care Professionals,” which were co-sponsored by the Sage Fund.
•  April 26—At the Candlelighting Ceremony, which was sponsored by the Student Nurses Association, Armer pre-
sented “Reflections on Becoming a Successful Nurse Researcher—My Personal Journey.” Our new graduates were 
clearly inspired.
•  April 27—The Golden Jubilee was a new event for Mennonite Hospital School of Nursing graduates who received 
degrees 50 years ago or more and were honored with a special pin. 
•  April 28—The weeklong celebration ended with the Mennonite Nurses Alumni Association Awards and Reunion 
Banquet, where milestone reunion classes (see Page 8 for class photos) were honored and four amazing people 
received awards (see Pages 6-7 for award winners). 
Jane Armer was the keynote speaker for 
MCN’s first Nurses Week celebration.
Front row, from left: Alice (Kumler) Deavers ’52, Betty (Wilson) Knuckles 
’51, Sue McGinnes ’72, M.S.N. ’98. Back row, from left: Deb (Finken-
binder) Stenger,’73, B.S.N. ’01, M.S.N. ’06; Dean Janet Krejci; Jenifer 
Patton, B.S.N. ’04
MCN students stayed after the panel discussion to talk with alumni.
MCN hosts Nurses Week
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Candlelighting Ceremony 
Front row, from left: Lynn Kennell, Marilyn Stayton, Jane (Shoot) Armer ’76, 
Kathleen Hogan, M.S. ’72, Ed.D. ’85 Back row, from left: Catherine Miller, 
Mary Ann Watkins, ’62, B.S. ’78, M.S. ’85, Gay Dolan, Dean Janet Krejci, 
Jenny Ward
Class of 1963 at the first Golden Jubilee Celebration
2013 MNAO Awards and Reunion Banquet
Jane (Shoot) Armer ’76 talks with Sarah (Kaiser) Lindsey, B.S.N. 
’00, and Dean Janet Krejci after her presentation during Nurses 
Week. 
Jane (Shoot) Armer ’76 and Mary Anne 
Kirchner ’82, B.S.N. ’87
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2012-2013 event highlights
October 6—Homecoming open house at Nursing Simulation Lab
October 6—MCN Homecoming Tailgate—we had lots of 
food and fun!
Faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends participated in several events throughout the year.  
Below are some highlights of events held during the 2012-2013 school year. 
October 6—Student Nurses Association participated in the Homecoming parade.
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November 27—Fall Candlelighting Ceremony
March 14—Alumni Connection in St. Louis—
Amanda Crader, B.S.N. ’05, and Dean Janet Krejci
April 16—MCN Students at the 2013 Student Nurse Political 
Action Day in Springfield
May 5—Student Nurses Association members participated in the 
Walk MS event and raised more than $1,100.
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State your compassion—working with cancer patients
Megan Mills ’11, B.S.N. works at Northwestern Memorial Hospital. Read about  
how MCN prepared her to find her passion working with cancer patients. 
I have been working at Northwestern Memorial Hospital on the stem cell transplant unit and absolutely love it. Our 
patients range from as young as 18 years old all the way to 90, although the majority of patients are between 20–40 
years old. I am chemotherapy certified, and I would also like to become stem cell certified and 
get my oncology nursing certification. 
I knew I always wanted to work with patients with cancer and I feel so blessed to have found 
an area that allows me to do so. I recently signed up to become a pain expert nurse, so I will be 
learning more in terms of palliative care/pain management. 
It is so amazing that there is so much to know, and I learn something new every single day I 
work. One of the things I love about working with this population, besides the patients’ spirits, is 
that each patient’s situation is unique. So many different organs and body functions are affected, 
and all body systems are involved. 
I take everything that I learned at the Mennonite College of Nursing and try to apply it. I still 
go back to my class notes from time to time because the way my professors were able to explain 
things makes so much more sense! 
I feel so blessed to have had the privilege to go to Illinois State University for nursing.
ISU RED: Research and data 
By Amanda Rinehart, data librarian at Milner Library
Milner Library and the Mennonite College of Nursing are excited to promote a new collaboration. While Milner Library 
has always collected the historical record of Illinois State University in its archives, it has recently introduced a free 
online digital repository accessible to the general public. The Mennonite College of Nursing immediately seized the 
opportunity to make its unique history and current publications freely available to you! 
The digital repository, called ISU ReD, is a cooperative initiative between Milner Library and the Office of the Pro-
vost. This growing digital archive of articles, reports, electronic theses and dissertations, data sets, and various other 
assets reflects the diversity of the research, scholarship, and creative activities of the 
University community. Although it debuted in April, ISU ReD already has 110 items 
and nearly 20,000 downloads!
Currently, the Mennonite College of Nursing collection consists of Annual Reports 
(2006 to the present), the student-run newsletter Stethoscoop, and two history books. 
The history books, The Passing of the Flame and The Flame Burns Brightly, chronicle the 
School for Nursing from 1919 to 1995. They are available in e-book format, which 
means you can download them, read them online, and search their contents. 
Providing access to friends, alumni, and parents isn’t the only advantage of ISU 
ReD. Faculty can rest assured that their works now have a permanent digital location 
and are safely in the hands of Milner Library. With a faculty sponsor, students can 
submit their endeavors and link it to their resumes and graduate school applications. 
This provides potential employers a tangible view of a student’s individual scholar-
ship. Prospective students can review what current students produce and recognize 
the high expectations typical at Illinois State. 
Access MCN’s collection at ir.Library.IllinoisState.edu/mcnp and tell us what you 
think by emailing ISURED@IllinoisState.edu.  
Megan Mills
Several MCN publications are now available 
online, including the history books.
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MCN honors President and  
Mrs. Bowman at reception
The first week in May, a reception was held at the president’s 
house for Mennonite College of Nursing donors. This was the 
last MCN reception hosted by President Al Bowman and first 
lady Linda Bowman, and the college presented them with a 
top 10 list. 
MCN’s top 10—Why the college, commu-
nity, and its supporters are thankful for 
President Bowman’s leadership: 
 10.  For generously opening your home to our college so that we can all celebrate our donors in a very special 
way! (Presented by Jenny Ward, director of Development)
 9.  For being a good steward of your own health and well-being—a great example to all of us! (Presented by 
Dianne Clemens, undergraduate program coordinator)
 8.  For making the move from section “O” at the women’s basketball games to joining section “N” for nursing! 
(Presented by Julie Smith ’89, M.S. ’92, scholarship donor)
 7.  For serving our health care community—your leadership demonstrates the University’s commitment to a 
healthier Central Illinois for all generations!  (Presented by Rose Stadel ’01, MCN Strategy and Planning 
Council member)
 6.  For always making time in spite of your busy schedule to attend and speak at the MCN Scholarship Ban-
quet. You honor us and our passion for nursing! (Presented by Nancy Froelich, donor and former trustee 
of Illinois State and MCN)
 5.  For running around campus most mornings at 5 a.m. to make certain that nursing students got up in time 
for clinicals! (Presented by Casey Patton, current student and scholarship recipient)
 4.  For introducing the resolution to the Board of Trustees for the creation of the wonderful simulation lab 
that is already changing nursing education at Illinois State University, and ensuring that MCN continues to 
prepare the very best nurses to take care of all of us when we most need it! (Presented by Betty Kinser, ’73, 
M.S. ’75, current Illinois State University trustee)
 3.  For celebrating this wonderful College of Nursing by allowing it to flourish as a part of Illinois State Uni-
versity and at the same time maintain its identity, traditions, and deep community values. MCN began 
nearly 100 years ago when my great uncle Emanuel Troyer mortgaged his farm to fund the beginnings of 
the hospital and nursing school. Thank you for welcoming ALL Mennonite graduates into the Illinois State 
family! (Presented by Mary Ann Watkins ’62, ’78, M.S. ’85, alumni donor and former MCN staff member) 
 2.  For being the real deal. While the Annual Giving program’s theme is “Every Gift Matters,”  your personal 
message without even saying a word is that “Every Donor Matters.” Thank you for taking the time to know 
us, and affirm our passions for a healthy community. (Presented by Karen Magers ’79, alumni donor, and 
Strategy and Planning Council member)
 1.  The NUMBER ONE REASON the college, community, and its supporters thank you, is because together 
you have exemplified leadership every minute of every day and have transformed this university in every 
aspect from student life, to academics, to national rankings, becoming the preferred university for faculty, 
staff, and students to call home. (Presented by Janet Krejci, dean)
 After the top 10 list was presented to the Bowmans, Dean Krejci honored them by presenting them with a 
special gift. “Even though you are trained as speech language pathologists by profession, in accepting these 
beautifully constructed white coats, with the red MCN patch, you are now both honorary nurses!” Krejci said.  
22  The Flame
 
Calendar of events–save the date!
Fall 2013
August 19 Classes begin
August 21 Alumni gathering in Denver
September 12 Scholarship Banquet
October 4 Alumni Day
October 5 Homecoming activities
October 26 Family Weekend Open House
November 3  Fall Xi Pi induction ceremony
November 21 Fall Candlelighting
December 3 MCN Holiday Celebration
December 14 Commencement
Spring 2014
January 13 Classes begin
February 20 Illinois State University Founders Day
April 21–26  MCN Nurses Week. Several events are being  
planned; more details will be announced soon. 
April 25  Golden Jubilee Celebration 
April 26  MNAO Awards and Reunion Banquet
May 6–12 National Nurses Week
May 9  Commencement
For more information about MCN events, visit Nursing.IllinoisState.edu.
Visit IllinoisStateHomecoming.com.
Undergraduate programs
Traditional B.S.N. 
Students who want a traditional four-year program are now directly admitted into the major 
from high school or may transfer into the program from other colleges.
Accelerated B.S.N. 
Students who completed a non-nursing bachelor’s degree can earn a B.S.N. in 15 months.
Online RN to B.S.N.  
Current RN’s can select either a full-time or part-time plan of study—all online.
Graduate programs
Clinical nurse leader (CNL) 
Prepares graduates to function as leaders within complex health care environments and 
emphasizes nursing leadership.
Family nurse practitioner (FNP)  
Prepares graduates to function in an advanced practice role for direct health care services  
that integrate preventive and self-care measures.
Post-master’s FNP certificate 
Prepares individuals who already hold a master’s degree in nursing to become licensed and  
to practice as family nurse practitioners.
Nursing systems administration (NSA) 
Prepares students to function at executive levels. Specialty courses are offered online to  
allow the working nurse the opportunity to complete the degree with a flexible schedule.
Doctoral programs
Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) 
Prepares nurses with a blend of clinical, organizational, economic, health care improvement, 
and leadership skills to serve as clinical and administrative leaders in health care systems.
Ph.D. in nursing 
Prepares nurses to serve the public by designing and conducting research on relevant clinical, 
educational, health systems, and health policy topics.
Nursing.IllinoisState.edu
Alumni updates
We welcome updates from alumni for The Flame. We want to know about your activities, career news,  
family news, and other significant activities (weddings, births, honors and awards, promotions, changes in employment, 
personal accomplishments, etc.). We will also submit your information to Illinois State magazine. Please return this  
form to Illinois State University, Mennonite College of Nursing, Campus Box 5810, Normal, IL 61790-5810, or email  
amirvin@IllinoisState.edu. Thank you for sharing your news!
Name  Date
Maiden name (if applicable)  Class year
Mailing address
City State ZIP
Phone Email
Present occupation/Employer
News/Comments
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